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EASTER IN LONDON

Weather Was Sufficiently Genial to

Tempt People Outdoors.

SOME CURIOUS SEASON CUSTOMS

Favorite Day for Whitechapel
Residents to Marry.

FOREIGN NEWS AND GOSSIP

Upei!al Coriesp.nden" f The Eening tnr.
LONDON, April 10, 1901.

We have had our Easter in genial
weather, if not in bright sunshine. The
parks and green spaces, in the first blush
of spring, attracted many thousands of the
weary population, and there seem -d to be
a pretty general desire to be out of doors.
The National Gallery. the National Portrait
Gallery, the Tate Gallery and the Wallace
collection at Hertford house were all opened
to the public during the afternom, and
were well patronized by visitors. The
Easter day services at many of the
churches were both elaborate and inpres-
sive, and brought together large congrega-
tions.
A melancholy interest attached to tl-e

midday celebration of holy communion at
St. Paul's Cathedral. the service chosen be-
ing the imposing arrangement in A by the
late Sir John Stainer. It Is interesting to
learn that just before he died the favorite
composer completed a service for the holy
communion, written in the ancient style, to
be sung without accompaniment The beau-
ties of Sir John's works were also heard in
th services at Westminster Abbey and
other places of worship.
London is a somewhat less dreary place

on Sunday than formerly, and some of her
ancient reproach must be remitted. The
morals of the people have not suffered in
the slightest by the success that has at-
tended the efforts of the National Sunday
League to provide wholesome music on the
Lord's day, and to keep the museums and
art galleries open. No one would be foolist
enough to deny that the rendering cf good
music has anything but an eievating in-
fluence. The popularity of the concerts that
are given every Sunday at the Queen's
hull under the direction of this orgauiz.a-
tion is attested by the large audiences that
regularly attend. Not only is the 1 all
crowded. but similar concerts in different
parts of London are accorded an equal
measure of success.
The bands of the Coldstream Guards and

the Royal Horse Guards were included in
the program at two places Easter Sunday,
and at another hall "An Evening With the
Poets' formed the subject of an address.
That the people appreciate these efforts in
their behalf is fully attested by the wayin which they turn out for them.
One unvarying Easter custom in the East

End is that of the rush to get married on
Easter Sunday. The overworked clergy of
the gast End and South of London, in ad-
dition to the many serylces, had to face the
usui!l rush of those who declined to a 'ail
themselves of Mr. Pinch's advice, and it
was not until after 3 o'clock that many ob-
tained respite from their labors. A church
in the East End known as the "Red
Church" is the favorite place for these
marriages, and hundreds of Whitechapelers
are married there every Easter. Theyused to be free, but now the fee is seven
pence half penny, while one or other of
the contracting parties must reside within
the parish.
During the afternoon and evening par-ties, headed by newly married couples,

were seen proudly promenading the streets
of the East End in all the glory of their
unaccustomed finery.
After having talked it over for a longtime a Congregational Church in Englandhas been bold enough to adopt an innova-tion from America called "a twentieth cen-

tury reform." This was at Ipswich, where,bn Easter Sunday, individual communion
cups were used for the first time In Eng-land. There was a large congregation,and every communicant had the comfortingknowledge that he was not exposing him-self to the risk of contracting consumption,
cancer and other diseases which medical
men agree to be possible when- everybodydrinks from one chalice. The new com-
munion outfit consisted of 200 miniature
glass tumblers with gilded tops., which werecarried to coMmgmats on small woode

trays by deacons, and when emptied were
left in pews and collected after the service.
I doubt if the Church of England vwill ever
take up with this custom.

An Interview With Paul Kruger.
With.the publication of General Botha's

letter appeared in the Matin one of those
porderous oer manifestoes to which this
organ has accustomed us since the out-
break of hostilities in South Africa. French
newspaper enterprise is seen at its best in
the Matin. From this point og view every
one must admire the big interview, with
portraits of Kruger and Fischer, which
covers the front page, nor can fault be
found with the choice of the interviewer.
M. Henri des Houx is a remarkable exam-
ple of the accomplished and educated jour-
nalist who by tact and good breeding
easily penetrates the most hidden sanctua-
ries. He has received t. confidence of
pripces, pope and monarcts; he is welcomed
by the great ones in art science and lit-
erature; he is a lion in so, icty. One almost
wonders at his condese.nsion in calling
upon Mr. Paul Kruger. But business is
business. The moment was propitious for
another Matin splash, and M. Henri des
Houx was evidently the man for the task.
What pen more glowing! What eulogy
more eloquent! What language more pic-
turesque! "It has been given to me," he
says, "to approach a good many men who
have made or are making their mark uponthe world. Not one of them, not even
Prince Bismarck, spoke with such clearness
of vision, such ardent faith in his mission.
One must go back to the first disciples whoreceived the living words from the lips of
the Master for men capable of so high an
affirmation of will, of such ardor in movingsouls. Paul Kruger is a violent man in
the sense that the apostles were violent
men. * * * I don't wish to exaggerate,but I have never been so moved as in this
simple hotel bed room, face to face with
the exile."
M. Des Houx does exaggerate, all the

same, for the Boer question heats hisblood and he loses self-control when deal-
ing with it. Of Mr. Kruger's remarks I
say nothing; they have already been read
and commented upon, but the Matin is the
one French organ employed by the Boer
agents in Europe when they have some-
thing to communicate of a semi-officialcharacter. The purpose of the article isdoubtless to entice the British government
to begin peace negotiations, not with
Botha nor with De Wet, but with Mr.
Kruger, to enable that astute personageto recover his lost prestige and to return
to the Transvaal bearing "peace withhonor." We have somewhat forgotten the
susceptibilities of this old man, whosevisit to Europe has been such a cruel dis-
appointment. Perhaps the Matin, after all,has done nothing more than reveal to us
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the possibility of Mr. Kruger following in
the footsteps of Aguinaldo.

The Bishopric of Portsea.
The new bishop-suffragan of London,

under Dr. Ingraham, the newly appointed
bishop, is a young Scotchman, the Rev.
Cosmo Gordon Lang. Since 1896 Mr. Lang
has been exercising quasi-episcopal func-
tions as vicar of Portsea. Some very cu-
rious statistics have just been published
about this benefice. Nominally the living
was worth about f1,000 a year, and it car-
ried with it the patronage of half a dozen
benefices and the oversfkht of 50,000 peo-
ple. There spiritual wants were minister-
ed to by no fewer than fifteen curates, the
total of whose stipends came to £1,570 a
year, of which the parish gave f207, the
remainder by the clergy fund, coming from
the generosity of one individual and the
grants of extra parochial bodies. Still the
vicar was left with a heavy burden on his
shoulders in the shape of a balance, and
had only a bare 63100 a year with which to
maintain his position. It is little wonder
that Mr. Lang now insists that the new
vicar should be a man of large private
means. Fortunately for himself, he is still
a fellow of All Souls' College, Oxford, his
fellowship having been renewed by the col-
lege for a second term of seven years, orfourteen years in all. Mr. Lang had be-
come a great favorite with her late majes-ty Queen Victoria, and a good story is toldabout the queen and the new bishop-suf-fragan. It appears that when she beganto take an interest in the then vicar's
career her majesty one day asked Mr. Langwhy he did not get married. He repliedthat the fifteen curates were the obstacle."But surely," said her majesty, "a wifewould be better for you." "Yes, ma'am,"said Mr. Lang, "but one can always getrid of a curate, whereas one cannot getrid of a wife."

Innovation in Hospital Work.
An important departure in hospital work

is, I understand, about to be introduced
at the Royal Free Hospital, Gray's Inn
road, which numbers among its medical
staff several women doctors. It has been
decided that in future several women are
to be employed as resident house surgeonsand house physicians. Except in hospitalsexclusively attended by female doctors, I
believe there is no hospital in the kingdomwhere the resident house surgeons and phy-sicians are women. These posts are usual-
ly held by young men, who take them with
a view of gaining experience. It remains
to be seen how the experiment will work.
Friction between the resident medical stal
and the nursing staffs in hospitals is not
unusual. Some think the new arrangementwill not be conducive to amicable working.The matrons and sisters in most hos-
pitals come generally from the higher and
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middle classes, the same classes fromwhich the women -doctors emanate. The
women house surgeons and house physi-cians will probably be young and will
take these posts for experience. In manyinstances the matron and sisters have held
office for many' years. Tradition goes for a
great deal, and while they are accustomed
to act on the orders of a young medical
man, it remains to be seen whether theywill treat a young medical woman with the
same respect.

London's Electric Tram.
The provinces have at length taught Lon-

don something and we have now got in full
working orde'r our first service of electric
trams. Drivers have been brought up
frcm towns in the provinces to teach the
Londcn men their work. In this they have
apparently succeeded, for the new cars
run swiftly and well, and no failure any-
where has been recorded. The service is
worked by the United Tramways Company
on several lines radiating westward from
Shepherd's Bush to Hammersrnith, Ealing,
Kcw and Acton. The service is every min-
ute and a half, and you may run twu or
three miles for a penny. The terminus is
happily close to that of the "Twopenny
Tube." Consequently, a resident, say, at
Acton, which is about four miles from the
Bank, by "tubing" up from the city and
then "tramming" home, can do the distance
for threepence in a little over half an hour.
Londoners are delighted with the new serv-
ice, and are making use of it for holiday
trips. For instance, no fewer than a hun-
dred and fifty thousand passengers were
carried on Good Friday.

The Victoria Men*arial Fund.
Up to the present f50,000 only has been

contributed to the national Victoria memo-
rial fund. Considering the king's encour-

agement of the scheme by his large sub-
scription of 1,000, there is no denying the
fact that the project is hanging fire a little.
Experience shows that nearly all the big
donations are exhausted within the first
month of the launching of memorial pro-
jects, and already, after the lapse of near-
ly a fortnight, less than a fifth of the min-
imum sum asked for is forthcoming. The
fact is that so many subscriptions have
been asked during the last year or so that
people have given all they can. The com-
mittee buoys itself up, however, with the
probability that the great mass of intend-
ing supporters are holding back their gifts
until such time as their cheques may not
suffer by contrast with the heavy dona-
tions of the wealthy class. Assuming the
truth of this conjecture, a constant stream
of subscriptions of moderate amount should
soon be set in motion, and the proceeds of
the various local appeals will further swell
the aggregate. The f250,000 asked for
should not prove too heavy a strain upon
the liberality of the nation and doubtless
the sum will be made up when it is shown
that a pleasing design for the memorial
will be adopted.
Among the pleasant and enlightening so-

cial gatherings of the London season is the
conversazione of the Japan society. You
meet on these occasions the Japanese min-
ister and his charming wife, the Baroffess
Hayashi, who receives one most cordially.The rooms of the Royal Institute of Pain-ters in water oeiors form a picturesque ka-
leidoscope of all nations of men and wo-
men, and notably of the children ~of the
sun. There areimany and varied uniforms.
The Japanese navalzuniform, like the Brit-
ish original, is seen everywhere. His ex-
cellency, the Jipanisse minister, comes in auniform of clothi of gold with bullion leaves,like the first-class English levee dress.
The Baroness -'ayashi, in the toilet of
Bond street, might be an English lady. The
study of Japanese beauty at close quarters
is good. In the background are walls of
pictures. The - Bares Hayashi is a mostgenial and pleasant man. He is liked
everywhere and among none more thanthe newspaper men, to whom he is verygood. L. H. MOORE.

A LeSWe. to a Horse.
From the PhlladeMlha North American.
Bill, the old horse which Mrs. CharlesGoodman drove for eighteen years prior toher death, will not get the ,000 which his

mistress. bequeathed to him in her will,
but he will never miss the legacy. Judge
Bland has relieved Mrs. Goodman's hus-
band, who is executor of the estate, from
performing the remarkabib bequest, but
only upon a promise that -Bill shall be
taken care of dOtrilg the rest of his life.
Mrs. Goodman was always a great loverof horses, and Bill was her favorite. He

received much t ge te owner's atten-tion, and grew te such del tes asfruts, celery; salsidi, sogar and cahdy onhis.daiy blWof ar*.
Bill is ais inteTligent bay horse, twenty-

two years old. Ri In his old age he Isseldom pa- o te road.
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ENGLISH HIRING FAIRS.

An Old and Picturesque Custom Thal
Is Dying Out.

From the Pall Mall Gazette.
Among the passing phases of country

life, as one is reminded by the advent o:

March, is the hiring that once throughou
all England was the ordinary means of en
gaging farm servants. Its name and dat
varied with the locality. In the Louth dis-
trict of Lincolnshire it is customary to
hold a "statis" or statute fair as early in
the year as January, the servants entering
on their engagements on April 16. The
Cambridgeshire hirings take place at Wis-
bech during September. The "mops" of
the midland and western counties were
held some in May, but most in the au-
tumn. But in every one of them the sys-
tem is dying out, and the hiring fair is
going the way of the horse and sheep and
general fairs-that is to say, it is ceasing
to exist. Like a great many other old In-
stitutions, it has been ruined by the cheap
press. Your rustic is well aware that for
a sixpenny advertisement he can at any
time make known his wish for a change.
The ancient custom dies hardest among

the tenacious Northmen, and I hea; that
the first of the March hirings was very
well attended indeed. Plowmen, naturally
enough, were in high spirits, the wages
commanded being satisfactory to them.
Sixteen shillings a week was given in
cash, and of course this was in addition to
the payments in kind which have always
bulked largely in the north, and include
such solid perquisites, as a ren-free cot-
tage, from a thousand to fifteen hundred
yards of potatoes, and various measures
of corn. Payment in kind is always tend-
ing toward disbuse, and the feeling is that
hours of labor should be very definitely
fixed and remuneration be in money, the
bond between master and man being only
what Carlyle called "the cash nexus." It
is quite a new deal in agriculture.
If we remember that it was the loss of

indirect advantages such as that of com-
mon grazing that ended the career of the
once famous British yeoman and compelled
so many sales in the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries, we may well
look with suspicion upon this general crav-
ing for hard cash. One would not like to
see the northern rustic spoiled. In an age
which shows so many signs of decadence
it is good to see that his figure is as burly,
his voice as strong as ever; it is good to
hear him at those hirings exclaiming with
pleased surprise, the while energetically
haking hands, "It's 'ee' You will hear
again and again with variations as you

saunter down where master and man have
been negotiating. "Is that 'ee, Johnny?"
"Eh, Mary, hinny; surely that's no 'ee?"
Throughout the year they do not depend
so much on cider (which is nearly always
hard and of great alcoholic strength) and
beer, the home-brewed four-ale varying
as the southern rustic. Cider is very good
drinking, but not the cider they drink-
"Her be rare good zider, muster, thick
and bitter," and ale not to be despised,
but not the wayside home-brewed of the
eastern counties. The northerner is safer
with his milk all the year round, varied
by "a bit of burst" at the hirings.
The northern peasant woman has very

greatly changed in recent years. "Verdant
Green" can scarcely be called an ancient
work, and it seems to the writer that the
bondager remained up to quite recently
as she was described in that amusing vol-
ume. I remember her as a very buxom
woman, supported on legs like two stout
pillars, her frock very short, showing her
leggings and wooden clogs. She wore a
bongrace, too; that from certain ballads
in the Roxburgh collection at one time
seems to have been common all over
England. It was a funny-shaped bon-
net, with- a projection that resem-
bled the hood of a carriage, and
for short it was called an ugly. But
the bondager of today, who calls herself
an outworker, has departed sadly from
this model. Not even in the fields will she
wear an ugly, and she comes to the fair
with a genteel hat and a veil to it, while
her hair is over her ears and curled round
her eyebrows quite in the manner of agenteel shopgirl or barmaid. And this was
not the worst of it. Ong of my correspond-
ents, who is a most trustworthy observer
of peasant life, draws attention to a silly
and pernicious habit of theirs in the fol-
lowing words: "I- am certain only a quar-
ter of the women looked hethiy, Rnd these,
were n'enrly afl the'miiddtd-aged ones.yley
are inethe neetmrghtfuly asiasmi and
dyspeptic condition, and very few but had
most of their teeth out. They looked more
lielsite than the town girls. -Many of them
ha the most emgeisite complelions isag-tnahla. .buatndof." -kind we amoclate
with,. myteh. To . et. the exttaordi-nai7,,Rltgad'the aluit pink they eat

of araw oaemael starch, rloe,
e s
t

lipeeie for them to digest
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ing lumberman, "by going into the north-
west and putting up tree ants as a condi-
ment. No. I'm not joking," he continued,
"and, what's more, the product would need
no introduction to the people of that re-
gion. All through the lumber districtb of
Minnesota and Wisconsin ants are regarded
as a great delicacy, and the only trouble is
that they can't get enough of them. Idon't know why it is, but men who do hard
manual labor in cold climates acquire a
strong craving for something sour, and thebig, brawny choppers and teamsters found
out long ago that ants were a palatablesubstitute for pickles. They use only a
peculiar variety, large and red in color and
found in immense quantities under the barkof dead trees. It is not very hard to collect
a quart pail full, and, after killing them by
scalding, they are spread on a board and
dried in the sun. When ready to eat theylook like coarse, brown powder, and have
a very agreeable, aromatic smell. of
course, it is impossible to describe exactlyhow they taste, but the general flavor
would remind you of some fine fruit vine-
gar, and if you haye any squeamishness
over the nature of the dish it doesn't take
you long to forget it. I can't see, however,
why there should be any objection to dried
ants as a table delicacy. They are perfect-ly clean and certainly as attractive as
snails or shrimp. The first time I ever saw
them eaten was at a chopping camp near
Great Bend, Minn. One of the gang was a
gigantic Norwegian, and at noon hour he
drew out something that looked like an
overgrown caviare sandwich, which he pro-ceeded to bolt. I was surprised, but that
was nothing to my amazement when I ask-
ed him what he was eating, and he calmly
replied, 'ants.' Afterward I plucked up
courage enough to sample them myself, and
at once became a convert. The way they
write the ancient admonition in the lumber
camps is 'Go to the ant, thou sluggard-go
at dinner time.'"

WHAT THE BRITISH MIST LEARN.

They Must Imitate s It They Envy
Our Commerelal Suecess.

From the London Times.
A correspondent writes: "A great deal

has been recently R of the astounding
success which has atteinded the efforts of
our American friends to compete with us
in-the shoe industry, both in our colonial
and in the home markets." He goes on to
explain some of the methods pursued in the
United States and to point out the differ-
ence between our system of conducting
this business and theirs. Labor-saving ma-
chinery is used "for all it is worth." Amer-
ican manufacturers do not practice that
icy feserve and mistrustful air among
themselves, but rather encourage intercom-
munication on the subject of machinery,
and freely exchange suggestions as to any
improvements considered practicable. How
different this policy to that persevered in
by British shoe manufacturers, all of whom
are fearful and suspicious of their neigh-
bors, lest they should observe a machine
entering their respective premises.
The American workmen simply delight

in mastering the intricacies of new inven-
tions, in order that they may drive them
to their fullest capacity-indeed, the men
themselves are ever ready to make some
slight additions which will save them a
little labor or trouble. The love of ma-
chinery seems ingrained in them, for they
fully realize that the more they turn out
the better they are paid. This accounts
for the fact that American boot operatives
are more highly paid than those of any
other country. The lessons British manu-
facturers have to learn are to abandon old
methods and old machinery, to inculcate in
workmen the knowledge that the utmost
use of the latest machinery is vital to their
(the workmen's) interest if they wish to
retain their trade, and, thirdly, to encour-
age intercourse on all business topics
touching upon the improvement of manu-
facturing methods, the best means to fos-
ter their export trade and the opening up
of new markets recently acquired by the
sacrifices of so much ife and money. They
will then be simply following American
methods, which have resulted in the im-
mense 'success authoritatively proved bytheir oflIcal trade returns.
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watches which the world has ever seen be.
longed to Queen Elizabeth and her unfort u- .
nate contemporary. Mary, Queen of Scots.Good Queen Bess had a watch made forher in the form of a duck, with beautifullychased feathers, the lower part of whileiolened. The face was of silver, with anelaborate gilt design, and the whole waskept in a case of brans. covered with blackleather, thickly studded with big silierknobs.
The ill-fated Mary was t.e possessor of

a watch in the form of a skull. The dial
was introduced where the palate shouldhave been, and the works occupied theplace of brains in the cranium. In thehollow of the skull. moreover. was a bell.which had works of its own, and by meansof which a hammer struck out the hours
upon it.
One of the choiciest rarities of the Ber-nal collection was a book-shaped watch.This curious time indicator was made byorder of Bogislaus XV. Duke of Pomera-nia in the time of Gustavus Adolphus. Onthe face of the book, where the dial of thewatch is set. there is an engraved Inscrip-tion of the duke and his titles and armorialbearings, together with the date. 1627. Onthe back the engravings are also very fine-4ly and skillfully executed, among them be-

ing the portraits of two gentlemen of the
seventeenth century. The dial plate is ofsilver. chased in relief. while the insides
are beautifully chased with figures of birdsand foliage. The watch has two separatemavemente and a large. sweet-toned bell.At the back, over this bell, the metal Is or-
namentally pierced in a circle, with adragon and other devices, while the sides
are pierced and engraved with a compli-cated design of beautiful scrollwork.

ROPE AS A FIRE ESCAPE.
New Orleans Fireman Bas We Faith it

it I Tal Batdiages.
Frnu the New Orleans Times-Democrat.
"Strange how people pin their faith to e

rope as a means of escape from burning
buildings!" remarked an officer of the fire
department. "Hundreds of traveling men
carry a coil of light rope habitually in one
of their trunks and feel safe on the upperfoors of hotels they know are mere death
traps. A drummer of my acquaintance,
who weighs fully 200 pounds, and who hastaken no exercise for the last twenty years,

tsa sample case with a special compart-
mrent. containing fifty yards of silk life line.
xtremeiy light and strong.
"'Do you really think you could slide

lown on that in case of firer i asked him.When he showed me the arrangement.Why not T he replied. 'It's been tested
a three tines my weight.' The only diM-

!nlly that occurred to him was the break- a
ng of the line. That he would have noroxuble in hanging to it on the way down
ie took for granted.
"Now. as a matter of fact," continued

the speaker "a rope is the very worst fire
!calpe imaginable. To begin with, a

mo-neut's reflection will show you that the

'hauces are two to one that it will catchu tire and be destroyed before it can beased. 'he windows of nearly all buildings
ire arranuged in straight. vertical lines-one
Ilrectly above the other-and a rope thrownwt of an upper story would necessarily
-ross every casement on the wav down.
rhe probabilities are that some or all of
hcma ould be spouting flame, and the rope
vould last about as long as a piece of packb read.
"But. assuming the coast to be clear, a
ope would be almost useless to anybody
tut a trained gymnast. The average mancould find it physically impossible to let oulmself down hand over hand. mnd if he
attempted to slide his palms would belayed and he would let go involuntarily
efore he went thirty feet. Gloves and cloth
ire no advantage as we have preved by
rats in the oepartnst. It they are thick
nough to prevent abrasion they wil aise
urevent one from obtainingesufcient pur-sbase to ease the descent.
'The only tuitg of any vile in that re-
pect is a handkehief looped loosely

found the rope and then tied Armly by -moth ends to the writ. The loep Wil bindlightly in .the. deseent and act n a brake.Phat* is something. bythe wa. that has
ever been in print. and It I W wetketuembering. Getting a hteb. or tw ef.he rope around one's -egInIKta susrhatever. unless sosbedy has belt at the
mer end and 1s logIWng It tamp. AIM-,ether, the rope esesge Ito d.ism ndatd"map. apid I wish the bet

anderedti beckme the nemona that is
d in It stakes meeiash f .eh


